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The boy, whose full name was Shyama Charan Lahiri,
spent his early years at the ancestral home in Ghurni. At
the age of three or four he was often observed sitting
under the sands in a certain yoga posture, his body com-
pletely hidden except for the head.
The Lahiri estate was destroyed in the winter of 1833,
when the nearby Jalangi River changed its course and
disappeared into the depths of the Ganges. One of the
Shiva temples founded by the Lahiris went into the river
along with the family home. A devotee rescued the stone
image of Lord Shiva from the swirling waters and placed
it in a new temple, now well known as the Ghurni Shiva
Site.
Gaur Mohan Lahiri and his family left Ghurni and
became residents of Banaras, where the father immediate-
ly erected a Shiva temple. He conducted his household
along the lines of Vedic discipline, with regular obser-
vance of ceremonial worship, acts of charity, and scrip-
tural study. Just and open-minded, however, he did not
Ignore the beneficial current of modern ideas.
The boy Lahiri took lessons in Hindi and Urdu in
Banaras study groups. He attended a school conducted
by Joy Narayan Ghosal, receiving instruction in Sanskrit,
Bengali, French, and English. Applying himself to a
close study of the Vedas, the young yogi listened eagerly
to scriptural discussions by learned Brahmins, including
a Mahratta pundit named Nag-Bhatta.
Shyama Charan was a kind, gentle, and courageous
youth, beloved by all his companions. With a well-
proportioned, healthy, and powerful body, he excelled in
swimming and in many feats of manual skill.
In 1846 Shyama Charan Lahiri was married to Srimati
Kashi Moni, daughter of Sri Debnarayan Sanyal. A
model Indian housewife, Kashi Moni cheerfully performed
her home duties and observed the householder's obli-
gation to serve guests, and the poor. Two saintly sons,
Tineouri and Ducouri, and two daughters blessed the
union. At the age of twenty-three, in 1851, Lahiri Maha-
saya took the post of accountant in the Military Engineer-
ing Department of the British Government. He received
many promotions during the time of his service. Thus
not only was he a master before God's eyes but also a